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Halton Lune Hydro Community Project – Forge Weir  
The project is set at a historic site of several water powered wheels and turbines that ran between 
upper (Forge) and lower (Halton) weirs to power textile mills and oilcloth manufacturing. It has been 
deemed appropriate by all involved parties, given the prime objectives of generating non fossil fuel 
electricity with all profits going directly into the local community. 
 
Feasibility Study 
A detailed Stage 1 Feasibility Study, to include extensive flow measurements and environmental 
considerations under a £4,000 EDF grant, has shown that a nominal 250kWe Kaplan type turbine is 
viable and initial responses from Environment Agency, Lancashire Planning Authority, and the Ministry 
of Fisheries following a site visit, have all been very positive.  

 
 
Owners of the land, United Utilities have been very 
positive about the project and we are in discussion 
with adjacent land owners for general support. 
 
This is a well known and much enjoyed fishing river 
hence fish screens for the very small volume of water 
used compared to normal flow, and civil work 
construction outside of the fishing season, are of 
paramount importance.  
 
 

With the Stage 1 Feasibility now successfully 
complete, Project Development that includes more 
detailed EA consultation follows a programme that 
would see “green” electricity production during 
December 2011. 
  
Community Benefits 
It is envisaged that an independent Community 
Charity and its operating company will raise 
commercial finance with an element of local 
investment, undertake Construction and Operation 
of the facility and distribute all profits to those in 
the Parish of Halton-with-Aughton, requesting 
financial assistance.  
 
A conservative estimate of further benefits of the project are that up to 300 homes could receive green 
electricity and a saving of more than 500 tons of CO2 a year compared to burning fossil fuels. 
 
Low Carbon Communities Challenge 
We are pleased to be able to report that Halton has recently been categorised as one of twenty ‘test-
bed’ communities in the UK whereby a green or low carbon infrastructure could significantly cut carbon 
emissions in their area; thus qualifying for £500,000 of financial support from Government ~ of which 
£150,000 has been allocated for the construction phase of the Hydro Project. 
 
The initiative to apply under terms of the challenge was that of  Lancaster Cohousing, who identified 
the carbon reducing efforts at the “The Centre@Halton” and Halton Lune Hydro, in addition to their 
own very significant community project on the derelict Halton Mills site, owned by them. 
 
Contacts: 
 
Brian Jefferson - Chair of Parish Council       Email:  piperswood@toucansurf.com 
 
John Blowes     - Project  Engineer                Email: john.blowes@btinternet.com 
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